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HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.34 pm]: I will not hold up the house for long, but I needed to curtail 
my comments during my contribution today about air services because a large number of members were wishing 
to speak. There was one very important point that I failed to add and I will just take the opportunity during 
members’ statements to put it out there. It regards the concern in regional Western Australia about Virgin 
Australia pulling out of the Albany and Esperance routes. We understand that Virgin is going to pull out of these 
routes around 28 February next year. There is much uncertainty in those communities about the future of air 
services to their towns. We are hopeful that another tenderer may be found, and we are hopeful that this service 
will be worthwhile for that tenderer. I make reference to an excellent article that I found on this subject by 
Jacob Kagi. As members will know, Jacob spent a bit of time down in Albany as an ABC reporter and he put 
together an excellent article on this subject that members may find useful. Basically, the former Esperance shire 
president, Malcolm Heasman, has said that Virgin’s decision is a significant blow to the town and that he was 
concerned about the future of air services there. He said that he was shocked because he had really thought 
progress had been made on load levels and viability. Similarly, comments were made by the member for Albany, 
Peter Watson, that Albany is looking for an improvement in air services to the south coast rather than a decrease, 
which is what we are seeing. 

It was good to have a discussion today around the improvement of air services in regional Western Australia, but 
once again the language of the government is very different from its actions. Air services in regional Western 
Australia have been decreasing and getting worse over the last seven years, and we hope that today’s debate 
helps alleviate that and creates an improvement. 
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